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skeleton of the roof with indestructible cords of sugar-palm fibre,
with an extra thickness of grass added to the four corners. Then
the roof is combed with a special rake and the lower edge is

Structure of a Bale

neatly evened with a sharp knife. Such a roof, often a foot and
a half in thickness, will last through fifty tropical rainy seasons.
The beams that support the roof are ingeniously fitted together
without nails, and are held in place with pegs made of heart of